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The LAUNCH Chicago presents:

Through

Choreographer: Amanda Hickey

�ĂŶĐĞƌƐ͗ ��ůǇƐƐĂ��ĞĐŬĞƌ͕�, ĂŶŶĂŚ��ŝĐŚĞƌů͕��ďďǇ�WĂůŵŝƚĞƌ͕��ůŝĐŝĂ�̂ ĂŶĮ ůůŝƉƉŽ͕ �<ĂƟĞ��ĂůĞ

Music: “This Place Was a Shelter” - Olafur Arnolds, “Brim” - Olafur Arnolds

“Persistence and resilience only come from having been given the chance to work

through difficult problems.” - Gever Tulley 

ENOUGH

�ŚŽƌĞŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌ͗�<ĂƟĞ��ĂůĞ

Dancers: Alyssa Decker, Hannah Eicherl, Abby Palmiter, Alicia Sanfillippo 

Music: “the end of all our exploring” - Max Richter, “Sh’Diah” - Bon Iver

ENOUGH finds us at our most vulnerable. Feeling like the weight of our expecta-

ƟŽŶƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŽŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŽ�ďĞĂƌ͕�Ăƚ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ƐĞĞŵƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�ŶŽ�ǁ ĂǇ�ŽƵƚ͘ ��Ƶƚ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğ�

ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ŽŶ�Őŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�ŐƌĂĐĞ͕�ǁ Ğ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�Į ŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ͕�ŝŶĚĞĞĚ͕ �

�E Kh ' , ͘ �͞ , Žǁ �ŽŌĞŶ�ǇĂ�ŐŽŶŶĂ�ƐĞĞ�ŶŽǁ ͍ �dƌƵůǇ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ǇĂ͛ �ĐĞĂƐĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͘�t ŝůů�ǇŽƵ�

ĂĚũƵƐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐĐĞŶĞƌǇ͍�<ĞĞƉ�ŝƚ�ƌĂƟŽŶĂů͟



One Step Forward (The LAUNCH Chicago: Youth Ensemble)

Choreographer: Alyssa Decker

Dancers: Isabella Brandonisio, Aubrey Dieckmann, Elise Frick, Tiffany Leith, Reghan 

Mingo, Juliana Neri, Aubrey Nystrom, Olivia Quidayan, Lily Stevenson, Lauren Wal-

ter, Jaiden Koeneman, Ashlyn Neumann, Madelyn Schlueter, Samantha Schlueter

Music: “Varoeldur” - Sigur Ros

One Step Forward is about the process of striving for a goal and the journey you

endure along the way. Through the highs and the lows of our experience, we are

ƌĞŵŝŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�Ăůǁ ĂǇƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŽƵƌ�ŚŽƉĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌĞĂŵƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�Ěƌŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ĨŽƌͲ

ward.

Wonderful Town

Choreographer: Esther Farley

�ĂŶĐĞƌƐ͗ ��ůǇƐƐĂ��ĞĐŬĞƌ͕�<ĂƟĞ��ĂůĞ

Music: Composed by Aidan Donnelly

This piece is inspired by the 1953 musical, Wonderful Town. The story tells of two

sisters who move to New York City's Greenwich Village to find success, one as an 

ĂĐƚƌĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƚĞƌ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐĂƉƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ŵĞůŽĚŝĞƐ͕ �ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŝĞĐĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�

ĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƌŽůůĞƌĐŽĂƐƚĞƌ�ƌŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ͕ �ƐĞƚďĂĐŬƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌͲ

ly fun.



Through Water

Choreographer: Sarah Ford-Hardy

�ĂŶĐĞƌƐ͗ ��ůǇƐƐĂ��ĞĐŬĞƌ͕�, ĂŶŶĂŚ��ŝĐŚĞƌů͕��ďďǇ�WĂůŵŝƚĞƌ͕��ůŝĐŝĂ�̂ ĂŶĮ ůůŝƉƉŽ͕ �<ĂƟĞ��ĂůĞ

Music: “Em Ocean “ - Modeselektor, “Through Water” - Lapsley

This piece was inspired by the ever changing climate and seasons of life. It can be

used metaphorically or literally. With all of the tensions surrounding climate

ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕�ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ͕�ƌĂĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶĚĞƌ�ĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽ�ŽŶ͕ �ƐŽŵĞ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�

in calm waters while others have water crashing over them like waves. Regardless

ŽĨ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ůŝĨĞ�Į ŶĚƐ�ƵƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ŶĂǀ ŝŐĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌƐ�

of life and need each other to help navigate the storm.

Kids

Choreographer: Braeden Barnes

�ĂŶĐĞƌƐ͗ ��ůǇƐƐĂ��ĞĐŬĞƌ͕�, ĂŶŶĂŚ��ŝĐŚĞƌů͕��ďďǇ�WĂůŵŝƚĞƌ͕��ůŝĐŝĂ�̂ ĂŶĮ ůůŝƉƉŽ͕ �<ĂƟĞ�

Zale

Music:  “We Belong Together” - Ritchie Valens, “Efia” - Rosaceae and Shackleton, 

“The More We Play Together” -Barney



Alyssa Decker (Co– �ƌƟƐƟĐͬ �ǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ�
Director): Alyssa is originally from East Dun-

dee, IL, and trained with the Visceral Studio
�ŽŵƉĂŶǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�E ŝĐŬ�WƵƉŝůůŽ�
and Laura Wade. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Michigan with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
in Dance with a minor in Movement Science on
a merit scholarship in December 2018. At Michi-
gan, she performed works by Ohad Naharin,
Shannon Gillen, the University of Michigan
dance faculty, among others. During her sum-
mers, Alyssa studied with River North Dance
Chicago, Backhausdance, Dance Works Chicago,
and abroad in Paris.

�ŌĞƌ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŶŐ͕��ůǇƐƐĂ�ŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ�Ă�ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�ŝŶ�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
teaching. In 2019, she received a contract with Inaside Chicago Dance and per-
ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĨŽƌ�Ϯ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ �ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĨƌĞĞůĂŶĐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘ �/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵͲ
ing, Alyssa currently teaches at Dreams Dance Academy and loves sharing her pas-
sion with her students. She is so excited for the second season of The LAUNCH Chi-
cago and can’t wait to see this journey take off!



<ĂƟĞ��ĂůĞ�;�Ž– �ƌƟƐƟĐͬ �ǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌͿ͗ ��
<ĂƟĞ��ĂůĞ͕�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�̂ ŽƵƚŚ��ůŐŝŶ͕ �/>͕ �ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�Ăƚ�
�ƵĞƚ��ĂŶĐĞ��ĐĂĚĞŵǇ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ϭϴ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚͲ
ed from the University of Illinois with a BFA in Dance.
�ƵƌŝŶŐ�ŚĞƌ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ƐŚĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ŝŶ�ǁ ŽƌŬƐ�ďǇ�
dĞƌĞ�K ͛ �ŽŶŶŽƌ͕�ZĞďĞĐĐĂ�EĞƩ ů-&ŝŽů͕�:ĞƐƐŝĐĂ�WƌĞƩǇ�ĂŶĚ�
more. She also received the Magnolia Award upon
ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ͘ �t ŚŝůĞ�Ăƚ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�ƐŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�
ĐĂƉƚĂŝŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�/ůůŝŶĞƩ ĞƐ��ĂŶĐĞ�dĞĂŵ͘
hƉŽŶ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ�<ĂƟĞ�ŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽůĂŶĚ�
area to pursue a career in dance. She spent four sea-
sons dancing with Inaside Chicago Dance, and one sea-
ƐŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�zŽƵƚŚ�dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘ �<ĂƟĞ�ŝƐ�
extremely passionate about teaching and inspiring her

students. She’s currently an instructor at Duet Dance Academy where she works heavily
ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟǀ Ğ�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ƚĞĂŵ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ŚĞƌ�ϳ ƚŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ĐŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ�Ăƚ��ĂƌƌŝŶŐƚŽŶ�, ŝŐŚ�
^ĐŚŽŽů͕�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ĐŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�s ĂƌƐŝƚǇ�ůĞǀ Ğů͘�<ĂƟĞ�ŝƐ�ŵŽǀ ŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŚĞƌ�ϭϮƚŚ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�
ǁ ŝƚŚ�hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐĂů��ĂŶĐĞ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĂůůŽǁ Ɛ�ŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĂǀ Ğů�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ŝŶͲ
ƐƚƌƵĐƟŶŐ�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ƚĞĂŵƐ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�Ă�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ũƵĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŽƌĞŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͘�
<ĂƟĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚƌŝůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�dŚĞ�>�hE �, ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ�ĐĂŶ͛ ƚ�ǁ Ăŝƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
future holds!

Hannah Eicherl (Company Dancer): Hannah Eicherl began her dance train-

ing at a young age at the Algonquin Academy of

Dance, located in Lake in the Hills, IL. She graduat-

ed Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in

Dance Performance and Choreography from Dean

�ŽůůĞŐĞ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϵ͘ �t ŚŝůĞ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ��ĞĂŶ͕ �, ĂŶŶĂŚ�

trained extensively in ballet, jazz, tap, contempo-

rary, modern, hip hop, and basic ballroom tech-

ŶŝƋƵĞ͘�hƉŽŶ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŶŐ͕�, ĂŶŶĂŚ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�

Chicagoland area and trained on scholarship at

Joel Hall Dancers and Center where she trained

with Joel Hall, William Gill, and Van Collins. She

spent two seasons dancing with Inaside Chicago

�ĂŶĐĞ͕�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ŐƵĞƐƚ�ĂƌƟƐƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ZĂƐĂ��ĂŶĐĞ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŝŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�

freelance projects. Besides performing, Hannah is a member of the Regional Tour-

ŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂī �ĨŽƌ��ĂŶĐĞǁ ĞƌŬƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ůůĞŶ�t ĞƌŬƐŵĂŶ͕ �ĂŶ�ĂĚũƵĚŝĐĂƚŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�

�ĞǇŽŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ƚĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ��ƌĞĂŬŽƵƚ��ĂŶĐĞ��ŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŽƌ�ĨŽƌ��ůŐŽŶͲ

quin Academy of Dance. She is so excited to be dancing with The LAUNCH Chicago!



Abby Palmiter (Company Dancer):

Abby Palmiter is from Owensboro, KY where she dis-

covered her passion for dancing at Johnson's Dance

Studio. Abby is a 2021 honors graduate of Western

Kentucky University in Bowling Green, KY with a B.A.

ŝŶ��ĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŵŝŶŽƌ�ŝŶ��ƌƚƐ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘ While at

t ĞƐƚĞƌŶ͕ ��ďďǇ�ŚĂĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵ�

as a company member and have her own choreogra-

phy featured. Abby has performed in adjudicated

ǁ ŽƌŬƐ�Ăƚ�ĨĞƐƟǀ ĂůƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�dĞŶŶĞƐƐĞĞ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�

of Dance and the American College Dance Associa-

ƟŽŶ�̂ ŽƵƚŚ��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�t <h �̂ ǇŵƉŚŽͲ

ny, Hudost music group's "Beat the Drum Harder" music video, and Amanda Clark

ĂŶĚ�̂ ĂƌĂ�WĞĐŝŶĂΖƐ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�Η�ĂŶĐĞ��ƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶΗ�ďŽŽŬ͘��ďďǇ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

E ĂƟŽŶĂů��ĂŶĐĞ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ƐŚĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ƚǁ Ž�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�

officer striving to spread awareness for the arts in her community.  

hƉŽŶ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ͕ ��ďďǇ�ŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ƚŽ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ�ŚĞƌ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�

ĂŌĞƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�/ŶĂƐŝĚĞ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ��ĂŶĐĞ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ �ƚŚƌŝůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ũŽŝŶͲ

ing The LAUNCH Chicago for their second season!

Alicia Sanfillippo (Company Dancer): 

Alicia Sanfillippo, of Hanover Park, began 

dancing at the age of three, studying ballet,

pointe, jazz, modern, character, and tap. She

ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ�t ĞƐƚĞƌŶ�D ŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ�hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌͲ

sue a BA in Dance as well as a BS in Secondary

�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�D ĂƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�WŚǇƐŝĐƐ͘ ��ůŝĐŝĂ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞĚ�

ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚŽŶŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŶĂŵĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�

Scholar in Dance. Her professional dance ca-

reer includes one season with Inaside Dance

Chicago as well as freelance projects in the

�ŚŝĐĂŐŽůĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞĂ͘ ��ůŝĐŝĂ�ŝƐ�ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂŶ�ĂƌƟƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�dŚĞ�>�hE �, ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ͛ Ɛ�

second season and looks forward to sharing its mission.





Esther Farley: A storyteller at

heart, Esther WĂƵůŝŶĞ�&ĂƌůĞǇ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵƵůƟŵĞͲ

ĚŝĂ�ĂƌƟƐƚ͕ �ĐŚŽƌĞŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĂŶĐĞƌ�ǁ ŚŽ�

ǁ ĞĂǀ ĞƐ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀ ĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�

mesmerizing language of movement. Born

in Downers Grove, Illi-

nois, Esther discovered her passion for

dance early on and has since nurtured it

with an unwavering commitment to her

ĐƌĂŌ͘ �/Ŷ�ϮϬϮϭ͕ �ƐŚĞ�ĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ŚĞƌ��ĂĐŚĞůŽƌ�ŽĨ�

Fine Arts in Contemporary Dance Perfor-

mance from the Boston Conservatory at

Berklee, with emphases on Choreography and Jazz Dance. Over the

years, she has had the opportunity to perform work by renowned

choreographers such as Katlin Bourgeois, Shannon Alvis, Monique

Haley, Bradley Shelver, and Gabrielle Lamb.

As a choreographer, EstherΖƐ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŚĂƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞĚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĂĐĐŽůĂĚĞƐ�

ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ͘ �, Ğƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ďǇ��ĞƚƌŽŝƚ��ĂŶĐĞ��ǆͲ

ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕�D ŝŐŚƚ��ĂŶĐĞ��ŽůůĞĐƟǀ Ğ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�Ăƚ�

the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston in 2019. Esther is so excited to be

ƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�Ă�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�>�hE �, ͊ �



Amanda Hickey: Aman-

da discovered a passion

for dance at the age of

ten. She began her seri-

ous training at Faubourg

School of Ballet under

Watmora Casey, Tatyana

Mazur, and Ernesto

Quenedit. She graduated from Butler University in 2014, where she

studied on both academic and talent scholarships earning her BFA

with honors in Dance Performance. While at Butler, she had the op-

portunity to spend a month studying abroad in Europe where she

trained and performed in Warsaw and Krakow, Poland, and St. Pe-

tersburg, Russia. As a senior, she was asked to choreograph for the

study abroad program, exposing her choreography to venues across

Eastern Europe. Throughout the years, Amanda has had the pleasure

ŽĨ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŐƵĞƐƚ�ĂƌƟƐƚ�ĨŽƌ��ůĂŶ��ƌƟƐƚƐ͕ �dŚĞ�̂ ĐŚĂƵŵďƵƌŐ�

�ĂŶĐĞ��ŶƐĞŵďůĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ͘�hƉŽŶ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�ĂŌĞƌ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂͲ

ƟŽŶ͕ ��ŵĂŶĚĂ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�E Žŵŝ��ĂŶĐĞ��ŽŵƉĂŶǇ͕�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ƐŚĞ�ĚĂŶĐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�

four years. Her professional choreography credits include works on

E Žŵŝ��ĂŶĐĞ��ŽŵƉĂŶǇ͕�dŚĞ��ĂůůĞƚ�dŚĞĂƚƌĞ�ŽĨ�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ͕ �dŚĞ��ĂůůĞƚ�/E ŝƟͲ

aƟve, and Giordano II. In 2018, she joined Giordano II, and is current-

ly dancing in Giordano Dance Chicago’s main company. Besides per-

forming and choreographing, Amanda is passionate about teaching

ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�Į ǀ Ğ�ůĞǀ ĞůƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�E ĂŶ�' ŝŽƌĚĂŶŽ��ĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�WƌŽͲ



Braeden Barnes: Braeden Barnes is a
Chicago based director, choreographer
and teacher. He found his love of cho-
reography from a young age and has
created work for over 15 years.
Braeden danced professionally with
companies including Balletmet, Joffrey 
Ballet Chicago, Billy Elliot the Musical,
Nevada Ballet Theatre and Visceral
Dance Chicago. He has worked with
choreographers such as James Canfield, 
Paul Vasterling, Danielle Agami, Kevin
O’Day, Mónica Cervantes, Marguerite
�ŽŶůŽŶ͕ �D ĂƩ ŚĞǁ �EĞĞŶĂŶ͕ �ĂŶĚ�>ƵĐĂƐ�

Crandall.

As a choreographer, his work has been featured across the United
States and abroad. Among these places, his work has won the first-
ƉůĂĐĞ�ĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞ�Ăǁ ĂƌĚ�Ăƚ�Z�s �Z��ĂŶĐĞ�ĨĞƐƟǀ Ăů�ŝŶ�EĞǁ �zŽƌŬ͕�ĂƐ�
well as first place for best choreography at YAGP in 2021. He has cho-
reographed on companies such as Nevada Ballet Theatre, Cirque Du
Soleil, Visceral Dance Chicago, Peoria Ballet, Waterstreet Dance Mil-
waukee, A&A Ballet, Common Conservatory, Indiana University Con-
ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�EĞǁ ��ĂŶĐĞƐ͗ �Ă�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�
Danceworks and Thodos Dance Chicago.

In 2020, he started his own nonprofit danced-based company, Symbio-
sis Arts, which is based in Chicago.Symbiosis has produced full evening
performances in Chicago and Denver and has commissioned choreog-
raphers such as Anna Long, Francisco Avina, Shannan Alvis, Jason Par-
sons, and Noelle Kayser. Symbiosis Arts is taking an expanded ap-
ƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ŵĞĚŝƵŵƐ�ŽĨ�Ăƌƚ͕ �ŝŶ�ŚŽƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŝŶŐ�
ŶŽƌŵƐ͕ �ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƵŶŽƌƚŚŽĚŽǆ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŽƉĞŶ-minded
about how art can be seen and consumed.

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�̂ ǇŵďŝŽƐŝƐ��ƌƚƐ͕ ��ƌĂĞĚĞŶ�ŚĂƐ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ�
Codirector of Visceral Encore, a company for dancers over 35



Sarah Ford-Hardy: Sarah Ford Har-
dy is originally from Louisville, Ken-
tucky and is a graduate of the
Youth Performing Arts School. Sa-
rah has trained at the Joel Hall
Dance Center and Columbia College
in Chicago, IL, the Edge Performing
Arts Center in Hollywood, CA and
Millennium Dance Complex in Los
Angeles. She has performed with
numerous dance companies such as
Inaside Chicago Dance, Midwest

�ĂŶĐĞ��ŽůůĞĐƟǀ Ğ͕��ĂŶĐĞt ĞƌŬƐ��ĂŶĐĞ�WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƐ͕ �dŚĞ�:ŽĞů�, Ăůů��ĂŶĐͲ
ers, and The JADD Co. Sarah was a member of the Joseph Allen Decker
Dance Company where she assisted Mr. Decker for two seasons. She
spent eight years choreographing and performing with Inaside Chicago
�ĂŶĐĞ͘�, Ğƌ�ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�/ŶĂƐŝĚĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ϲ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͛Ɛ�
Youth Training Program Director and 9 years as the Summer Intensive
�ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ͘�̂ ĂƌĂŚ�ŚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂŐĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�
such as Weird Al Yankovic, Soulja Boy, Hannah and Joshua Welton of
Counter Culture, 3rd Eye Girl, and Prince. Sarah was a featured dancer
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀ ŝĞ��ƌĞĂŵƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϯ ͘ �/Ŷ�ϮϬϬϲ ͕ �ƐŚĞ�ĐŚŽƌĞŽŐƌĂƉŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂůͲ
ly Televised MLS All-Star Game Half-Time Show Featuring Recording
ĂƌƟƐƚ�>ƵƉĞ�&ŝĂƐĐŽ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĐŚŽƌĞŽŐƌĂƉŚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�E ŝĐŬ��ĂŶŶŽŶ͛ Ɛ�t ŝůĚ�͚E �
Out Tour 2017 in Chicago. Sarah is currently residing in Illinois where
she is teaching and choreographing all over the Chicagoland area. She is
ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�ϯϲϬ��ĂŶĐĞ�&ĞƐƟǀ Ăů�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŽŶ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�Ăƚ�
the Gus Giordano Dance School in Chicago for the last 7 years. She is a
Co-Director at Xtreme Dance Force and for the last decade, Sarah has
choreographed for numerous State Award winning high school and col-
legiate dance teams. She enjoys teaching dancers of all ages, styles and
levels, and has recently been on faculty of Dance Olympus, Dance Mas-
ƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�t /͕�KŶĞ�&ĂŵŝůǇ�&ĞƐƟǀ Ăů�ĂŶĚ�ϯϲϬ��ĂŶĐĞ�&ĞƐƟǀ Ăů͘�/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϵ ͕ �̂ ĂƌĂŚ�
and her husband Marcus founded Sarcus Entertainment to provide
ĚĂŶĐĞƌƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚŝŐŚ�ĞŶĚ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞ�ůĞǀ Ğů͘�̂ ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�E �^D ��ĞƌƟĮ ĞĚ�WĞƌƐŽŶĂů�dƌĂŝŶĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�
ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚƐ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�WƌĞ– and Postnatal Coaching.





Isabella Brandonisio (11): I have enjoyed learning and dancing with a new

group of dancers. This contemporary dance has been so fun to learn and I

have really loved learning to move in a different way.. It has also given me 

another opportunity to grow as a dancer.

Aubrey Dieckmann (15): I love the LAUNCH because everyone is so amazing and

ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀ Ğ͘�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ďĞƐƚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�/�ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ĚĂŶĐĞ�

with them.

Elise Frick (13): I have enjoyed learning the Youth Ensemble and being a part of a

professional company.

Jaiden Koeneman (13): Has enjoyed being a part of The Youth Ensemble.

Tiffany Leith (14): I love how welcoming and refreshing the LAUNCH Youth Ensemble

ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ͘�/Ŷ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƟŵĞ͕�/�ĨĞĞů�ůŝŬĞ�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ŐƌŽǁ Ŷ�ŝŶ�ŶĞǁ �ǁ ĂǇƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�

ĚĂŶĐĞƌ͕�ĂƌƟƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞƌ͘��ŽŵŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�ǁ ĞĞŬ͕�/�ĨĞĞů�ĨƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ŵŽǀ Ğ�

with purpose and we work through the choreography and movements together. The

ĐŚŽƌĞŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ�ŝƐ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͕�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĨƵůů�ŽĨ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ͘�/�ůŽǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

ŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝĞĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �

ďƵƚ�ǁ Ğ�ƐƟůů�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ͘�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĂůƐŽ�ůŽǀ ĞĚ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŶĞǁ �ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ�

ŵĂŬĞ�ŶĞǁ �ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘ ��ǀ ĞƌǇŽŶĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�>�hE �, �ŝƐ�ƐŽ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�

kind and it has been a dream come true to learn from Alyssa again and be a part of

the Youth Ensemble. I am so thankful



Reghan Mingo (13): I have enjoyed learning from someone I don’t usually take

classes from. It’s given me the opportunity to learn movement quality in a new

style I haven’t done before. I’ve had the opportunity to meet new friends that

ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ŬŝŶĚ͘ �>ĂƐƚůǇ͕�dŚĞ�>�hE �, �ŚĂƐ�Ăůǁ ĂǇƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ŝŵͲ

ƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ůŽǀ ĞĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͘�/ƚ ͛ Ɛ�ƐŽ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�

that now I actually get to be a part of the show and dance along side them.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to be a part of the Youth Ensemble.

Juliana Neri (12): The LAUNCH Ensemble has taught me how to express myself

Ğǀ ĞŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĚĂŶĐĞ͘�/�ĂůƐŽ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�

dance friends and amazing instructors.

Olivia Quidayan (10): Through the Youth Ensemble process I have learned that

not everything has to be a trick to make it an entertaining dance. Movements

ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐůŽǁ �ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂĐĞĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟůů�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĚĂŶĐĞ͘�/�ůŝŬĞĚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚ�

ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�Ă�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ũƵƐƚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ũƵƐƚ�

dance and have fun!

Samantha Schlueter (15): Has enjoyed being a part of The Youth Ensemble.

Madelyn Schlueter (13): Has enjoyed being a part of The Youth Ensemble.

Ashlyn Neumann (13): I enjoyed the youth ensemble so so so much!!!! I taught

me a new way to use my body and dance in new ways. Also all the girls were so

Ɛǁ ĞĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�/�ůŽǀ ĞĚ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�Ăůǁ ĂǇƐ�ǁ ĞŶƚ�ƐŽ�ƐŵŽŽƚŚůǇ�



Lily Stevenson (15): I love The LAUNCH Youth Ensemble program because of the

ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝƚ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞƐ͘ �/͛ ǀ Ğ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ƐŽ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǀ ĂůƵĂďůĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞƚ�ƐŽ�

ŵĂŶǇ�ŶĞǁ �ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘��ůƐŽ͕ �ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�dŚĞ�>�hE �, ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�ŚĂƐ�

been the coolest opportunity.

Lauren Walter (12): I really enjoyed being a part of The LAUNCH Youth Ensemble

because I got a chance to meet other dancers with the same passion as me. I also

loved learning the new dance that we are performing. Something I learned from

this opportunity is to never take things for granted because this is a very cool and

ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�Ă�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ͘ �

Youth Ensemble dancers not performing in “as we TRANSCEND…”: Larkin

Cohrs, Olive Mason, Aubrey Nystrom, Lily Wells.



MISSON

dŚĞ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�dŚĞ�>�hE �, ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀ Ğ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�

ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�ĨĞĞů�ǀ ĂůƵĞĚ�Θ�ĞŵƉŽǁ ĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞŵďƌĂĐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƵůů�

ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ũĂǌǌ�ŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚ͘ �

VALUES

The LAUNCH Chicago aspires to push the limits of the current

ĚĂŶĐĞ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͖�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�

ŐƌŽǁ �ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌƟƐƟĐ�ĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘ �t Ğ�Ăŝŵ�ƚŽ�ůĂǇ�ƚŚĞ�

groundwork to shape and inspire local studios, professional dance

companies, and the future arts community.

dŚĞ�>�hE �, �ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞƐ�ŝŶ�ǀ ĂůƵŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ͕ �ďŽƚŚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůůǇ�Θ�

ĞŵŽƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀ Ğ�ĞŶǀ ŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘ ��t Ğ�

ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶ�ĞŶǀ ŝƌŽŶͲ

ment for dancers to thrive.

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĂŶĐĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�

everyone, especially to dance studios within our Chicagoland

community. We believe in local studios' power and influence and 

desire to walk alongside them. The LAUNCH aspires to assist in

ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�Θ�ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĚĂŶĐĞƌƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�

workshops, performances, & scholarships.



Donors

The LAUNCH Chicago is a 501(c)3 non-ƉƌŽĮ ƚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚƌŝǀ ĞƐ�Žī �ŽĨ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘ �

WĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ĐŽǀ Ğƌ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�

to operate, which make our donor community invaluable. This season would not have

ďĞĞŶ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�ďǇ͗




